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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 
10/05/2009. 

2. Claims 4-8, 14-18 and 21-30 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 8, 14, 18, 24, 25, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Brenner et al. (5,830,068) in view of Schneier, Bruce 
at al (US PG Pub 2009/0227367 A1). 

Referring to claim 14, Brenner et al. teaches a system of providing a user interface 

for interactive wagering, comprising: 

a user input device (122)(Figure 1) that accepts user inputs (2:32-67; 8:15-28; 9:5- 
25; 9:67-10:7); and 

control circuitry (140)(Figure 2)(7:55-67) that receives an indication from a first user 
of a first wagering preference as one of the user inputs, e.g., player starts the 
interactive racing game by selecting race tracks, races, wager types, and wager 



Application/Control Number: 09/729,484 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3714 

amounts, that stores the first wagering preference during a first wagering session, 
that identifies the first user in at least one first subsequent wagering session; that, in 
response to identifying the first user, uses the stored first wagering preference as a 
default selection in subsequent wagers in the at least one first subsequent wagering 
session, e.g., the setting that could be reused as in "duplicate a wager" option 
(12:45-50), wherein the subsequent wagers are associated with at least a track 
selection, a race selection, a bet type selection, a bet amount selection, and a horse 
selection (Figs. 8-1 1 ; 1 8:41 -67, and that provides the first user with an opportunity to 
change the default selection for at least one of the subsequent wagers from the 
default selection to another selection e.g., selecting "duplicate a wager," "more bets 
same race," or "delete" wager, (1 2:27-50) (Figs.8-1 9). 

Note that, the "duplicate a wager" function provides the user with an opportunity to 
place a new wager from previously wager selections, which in fact is a saved player 
preference or player default setting. Further note that, Brenner et al.'s teaching of 
user selection of "more bets same race" (12:27-37) wherein the same race being 
reused is considered as a default or saved player preference. 

It is to be noted that Brenner fails to explicitly disclose the limitation of: storing a 
wagering preference in a first user session and using that stored wagering 
preference in a subsequent user session. However, Schneier discloses a 
method/system of storing a wagering preference in a first user session and using 
that stored wagering preference in a subsequent user session (see., paragraph 0068 
and abstract). 
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Therefore, it would ha been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teaching of Brenner by including the limitation 
detailed above as taught by Schneier because this would save player preference. 

Referring to claim 4, the system of Brenner et al. above is capable of performing a 
method of providing a user interface for interactive wagering, comprising: 

receiving an indication from a first user of a first wagering preference, e.g., accepting 
user inputs (2:32-67; 8:15-28; 9:5-25; 9:67-10:7); 

storing the first wagering preference during a first wagering session, e.g., the user 
inputs being stored for subsequent wagers such that some of the user's inputs or 
player preference could be reused (12:27-50); 

identifying the first user in at least one first subsequent wagering session; 

in response to identifying the first user, using the stored first wagering preference as 
a default selection in subsequent wagers in the at least one first subsequent 
wagering session, wherein the subsequent wagers are associated with at least a 
track selection, a race selection, a bet type selection, a bet amount selection, and a 
horse selection (Figs. 8-11; 18:41-67); 

and providing the user with an opportunity to change the default selection for at least 
one of the subsequent wagers from the default selection to another selection e.g., 
selecting "duplicate a wager," "more bets same race," or "delete" wager, (12:27-50) 
(Figs.8-19). 
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Note that, the "duplicate a wager" function provides the user with an opportunity to 
place a new wager from previously wager selections, which in fact is a saved player 
preference or player default setting. Further note that, Brenner et al.'s teaching of 
user selection of "more bets same race" (12:27-37) wherein the same race being 
reused is considered as a default or saved player preference. 

It is to be noted that Brenner fails to explicitly disclose the limitation of: storing a 
wagering preference in a first user session and using that stored wagering 
preference in a subsequent user session. However, Schneier discloses a 
method/system of storing a wagering preference in a first user session and using 
that stored wagering preference in a subsequent user session (see., paragraph 0068 
and abstract). 

Therefore, it would ha been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teaching of Brenner by including the limitation 
detailed above as taught by Schneier because this would save player preference. 

Referring to claims 8 and 18, Brenner et al. teaches the at least one default 
setting of the default wager is a previously selected track (using the hot button to bet on 
the next race and by pass selection steps 196, 204, and 213)(Figure 3 and column 17, 
lines 10-26, or using the "duplicate a wager" feature). 
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Referring to claims 24 and 29, Brenner et al. teaches the control circuitry 
identifies the first user by authenticating the first user using a PIN (e.g., personal 
identification code, 4:43-56; 15:53-55). 

Referring to claims 25 and 30 wherein the control circuitry (or method step 
thereto) identifies the first user by identifying the first user from a plurality of authorized 
users of the user interface, this limitation is inherent from Brenner et al.'s teaching of 
users must establish accounts in orders to play (7:35-54). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 21 -23 and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brenner et al. (5,830,068) in view of Schneier, Bruce at al (US PG 
Pub 2009/0227367 A1). 

.Brenner et al. and Schneier teach all limitations of claims 4, 8, 14, 18, 24, 25, 29, 
and 30 as being addressed above. 

Referring to claims 21-23 and 26-28, Brenner et al. and Schneier do not explicitly 
disclose a second user, wherein control circuitry (or steps thereto) that receives an 
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indication from a second user of a second wagering preference; stores the second 
wagering preference during a second wagering session; identifies the second user in at 
least one second subsequent wagering session; and in response to identifying the 
second user, uses the stored second wagering preference as a default selection in 
subsequent wagers in the at least one second subsequent wagering session; the first 
wagering preference and the second wagering preference are different wagering 
preferences (claims 22 and 27); the first user and the second user are different users 
(claims 23 and 28); however , since the user terminal (122) of Brenner et al. is capable 
of allowing different users to play (e.g., each registered user must log in using personal 
identification code in order to play, 4:43-56; 15:53-55) it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to recognize that 
the user terminal of Brenner et al. and Schneier could be used by different people in the 
same residence of the machine such as family members and or roommates who play 
the game differently. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 4, 8, 14, 18, and 21-30 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 571 272 
6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. Hoteler. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571 272 4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Pierre E. Elisca/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



